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- (i) considers that there are 3 __ (mumber of) inventions claimed in the international application covered

by the claims indicated below/on an extra sheet:
Please see extra sheet

(ii) therefore considers that the international spplication docs not comply with the requirement of unity of invention
(Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicated below/on an extra sheet;
Please see exira sheet

(i) D has carried out a partial intemational search (see Annex) g will establish the intemational search report

on those parts of the intemational application which relate to the invention first mentioned in claims Nos.:
1-11, 25-36 and 48-51
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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single generat inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all iInventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |: claims 1-11, 25-36 and 48-51, directed to a holding device for cells comprising an array of spaced picolitar wells, further wherein
the holder may bae translucent.

Group ilI: claims 12 and 13, directed to a method of forming a template for a picoliter well aray.

Group IIl: claims 14-24 and 37-47, directed to a method of forming a cell holding device having an array of picoliter wells,

The inventions listed as Groups | - IIl do not relate to a single genaral inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

The speclal technlcal feature of the Group | claims is a holding device for cells comprising an aray of spaced picoliter wells. The special
technical feature of the Group )l claims is a method of forming a tempiate for a picollter well array. These speclal technical feature of the
Group il claims is 3 method of forming a cell holding device having an array of picoliter wells.

The only common lechnical alement shared by the above groups Is that they are related to an array of wells having picoliter volume. This
common tachnical alement does not represent an improvement over the prior art of US 2004/0219074 A1 to Childers el al. (see para
[0015), {C028]) Therefore, the inventions of Groups +ill tack unity of invention under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or
cosresponding special technical feature.

Form PCT/ISA/206 (extra sheet) {(April 2005)




	2009-06-02 Documents submitted with 371 Applications

